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Visible/Unvisible Present

/<9B�K9� H5?9� =H� :CF� ;F5BH98� H<5H� H<9F9� =G� 5� ‘DF9G9BH’� =B�K<=7<�K9� 5F9� @=J=B;� 5B8�
56CIH�K<=7<�K9� GD95?��K<=7<�K9� 75B� 7CAD5F9�K=H<� H<9� ‘D5GH’� 5B8�C6G9FJ9�K=H<�
F9GD97H�HC�DCGG=6@9�89J9@CDA9BHG�C:�H<9�‘:IHIF9�’� H<9B�K9�CK9�H<=G�HC�5� @=B;I=GH=7�
DCG=H=B;�H<5H�:=FGH�HCC?�D@579�=B�H<9�:=B5@�H<=F8�C:�H<9���H<�79BHIFM��H<9�BCIB�‘DF9G9BH’��
3‘�9;9BK5FH’4� G<=:HG� :FCA� G9FJ=B;� 5G� 5� GD5H=5@� HC� 5� 8CA=B5BH� H9ADCF5@� 7CB79DH	1�
�=F97H@M�H=98�HC�H<=G�=G�H<9�7CB7IFF9BH�F=G9�C:�H<9�56GHF57H�BCIBG��‘H<9�D5GH’�5B8�‘H<9�
:IHIF9	’2�(F9J=CIG@M�CB9�7CI@8�<5J9�GDC?9B�56CIH�H<9�‘7IFF9BH�79BHIFM�’�H<9�‘7IFF9BH�
7CIFG9�C:�H=A9�’�CF�=B8998�9J9B�‘H<9�H=A9�BCK’�5B8�H<9�‘DF9G9BH�H=A9�’�6IH�BCH�56CIH�
‘H<9�DF9G9BH’�=B�H<9�G9BG9�C:�5�D9FA5B9BH@M�7<5B;=B;��GMB7<FCB=7��CJ9F5F7<=B;�GC7=5@�
B9LIG��K<9H<9F�H<=G�69�H<5H�C:�5�H9FF=HCFM��5�B5H=CB��CF�H<9�KCF@8	�,<9�<5@@A5F?�C:�H<=G�
DF9G9BH�5G�5�GMB7<FCB=7�B9LIG�C:�5@@�H<9�“G=;BG�C:�CIF�H=A9”3�=G�=HG�7CB:@=7H=J9�HF5BG=��
HCF=B9GG	�!B�<=G�H9LH�Ueber den Geist des Zeitalters in Teutschland��������H<9�D<=@CGC��
D<9F�#5F@�$9CB<5F8�*9=B<C@8�:CFAI@5H98�H<=G�5G�H<9�8=5;BCG=G�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH�

1| Ingrid Oesterle, “‘Es ist an der Zeit!’ Zur kulturellen Konstruktionsveränderung von Zeit gegen 1800,” 

in Goethe und das Zeitalter der Romantik, ed. Walter Hinderer, Alexander von Bormann and Gerhart von 

Graevenitz (Wuerzburg: Königshausen & Neumann, 2002), 91–121, 101. Johannes F. Lehmann, “Editorial: 

‘Gegenwart’ im 17. Jahrhundert? Zur Frage literarischer Gegenwartsbezüge vor der ‘Sattelzeit,’” Internatio-

nales Archiv für Sozialgeschichte der deutschen Literatur (IASL) 42, no. 1 (2017): 110–121.

2| Lucien Hölscher, “Von leeren und gefüllten Zeiten: Zum Wandel historischer Zeitkonzepte seit dem 18. 

Jahrhundert,” in Obsession der Gegenwart: Zeit im 20. Jahrhundert, ed. Alexander C.T. Geppert and Till 

Kössler (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2015), 37–70. Cf. id., Die Entdeckung der Zukunft, 2. ed. 

(Goettingen: Wallstein, 2016).

3| Karl Leonhard Reinhold, “Ueber den Geist des Zeitalters in Teutschland,” Der neue teutsche Merkur 1 

(1790), 3rd piece, 225–255; 4th piece, 337–378, 228. 
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“,<9�ACGH�GHF=?=B;�5B8�D97I@=5F�:95HIF9�C:�H<9�GD=F=H�C:�CIF�5;9�=G�5B�IBG9HH@=B;�C:�5@@�

<=H<9FHC�?BCKB�GMGH9AG��H<9CF=9G��5B8�=895G��H<9�6F958H<�5B8�89DH<�C:�K<=7<�=G�IBDF979��

89BH98�=B�<IA5B�<=GHCFM	�,<9�ACGH�8=J9FG9��=B8998�H<9�ACGH�: @5;F5BH@M�7CBHF58=7HCFM�

G=;BG�C:�CIF�H=A9�@958�657?�HC�H<=G�:95HIF9��K<=7<�5BBCIB79�HC�5@@�5B8�GIB8FM�5B�9B895J��

CF��ACF9�5B=A5H98� H<5B�9J9F�69:CF9�� HC� 9GH56@=G<�B9K� :CFAG�9J9FMK<9F9�CB� H<9�CB9�

<5B8��CB�H<9�CH<9F� HC�GIDDCFH� H<9�C@8	�/<9H<9F� H<9�C@8�K=@@� :=B5@@M�69�GIDD@5BH98�6M�

H<9�B9K��CF�H<9�@5HH9F�6M�H<9�:CFA9F��H<9B�KCI@8�<IA5B=HM�69�D9FA=HH98�HC�K=B��5B8�=:�

GC�K<5H�9L57H@M�”4

,<=G�� 577CF8=B;� HC� *9=B<C@8�� =G� GCA9H<=B;� H<9� “IB6=5G98� =B89D9B89BH�
H<=B?9F”�85F9�BCH�897=89	�,<9�DF9G9BH�=G�7CBHCIF98�5G�5�HF5BG=H=CB5@�H=A9��H<9�7CB��
HF58=7HCFM�IB=HM�C:�K<=7<� F9G=89G� =B�<CK� ‘H<9�C@8’�KF9GH@9G�K=H<� ‘H<9�B9K’� HC�;5=B�
:IHIF9�@9;=H=A57M��5B8�=H�=G�DF97=G9@M�H<=G�H<5H�A5?9G�H5@?�C:�H<9�‘D5GH�’�‘DF9G9BH�’�5B8�
‘:IHIF9’� 5G�A9HCBMA=7�89G=;B5H=CBG� :CF�8=GH=B7H=J9� H=A9G�D@5IG=6@9� G=B79� H<9� :=B5@�
H<=F8�C:�H<9���H<�79BHIFM	

%CF9� F979BH@M� <CK9J9F�� <=GHCF=5BG� C:� H<9� 95F@M� AC89FB� D9F=C8� =BH9F9GH�
98� =B� H<9� F=G9� C:� H<9� DF9GG� 5B8� >CIFB5@=GA�<5J9� GCI;<H� HC� 85H9� H<9� “6=FH<� C:� H<9�
DF9G9BH”� 657?� HC� H<9� ��H<� 79BHIFM�� :CF9ACGH� 5ACB;GH� H<9A� �7<=A� $5B8K9<F� 5B8��
�5B=9@��I@85	5�,<=G�D9FGD97H=J9�<5G�:5=@98�HC�DF97=G9@M�89H9FA=B9�H<9�HMD9�C:�<=GHCF=�
75@�7<5B;9�A9BH=CB98�=B�957<�F9GD97H=J9�75G9�5B8�HC�589EI5H9@M�H5?9�=BHC�7CBG=89F5�
H=CB�H<9�F9:@9L=J9�75D57=HM�C:�H<9�7CB79DH�C:�‘H<9�DF9G9BH	’�!H�=G�IB89B=56@9�H<5H�H<9�6IF�
;9CB=B;�>CIFB5@=GA��5B8�CH<9F�A98=5��:CF�9L5AD@9��5G�$5B8K9<F�<5G�=ADF9GG=J9@M�
G<CKB��H<9�75@9B85F��7CBHF=6IH98�HC�=B7F95G=B;�5K5F9B9GG�56CIH�H<9�9J9BHG�H5?=B;�
D@579�5H�H<9�H=A9�5B8�=B=H=5H=B;�8=G7IGG=CB	�!H� =G�5@GC�=FF9:IH56@9�H<5H�?BCK@98;9�C:�
H<9�DC@=H=75@�9J9BHG�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH�K5G�=B7F95G=B;@M�H5?9B�HC�69�5�BCFA�:CF�G7<C@5FG	�
�IH�K<9B��5H�H<9�9B8�C:�H<9���H<�79BHIFM��#5GD5F�+H=9@9F��5�H<9CF=GH�C:�H<9�B9KGD5D9F��
GH5H9G�=B�<=G�6CC?�Zeitungs Nutz und Lust�H<5H�H<CG9�=BJC@J98�=B�FIBB=B;�H<9�5::5=FG�
C:�H<9�GH5H9�B998�HC�69�=B:CFA98�56CIH�H<9=F�CKB�H=A9�5B8�<5J9�HC�?BCK�“K<C�=G�H<9��
&IBH=IG��DCGHC@=7IG�=B�.=9BB5��5B8�
�K<9H<9F�H<9�(CD9�=G�
�75@@98��@9L5B89F�
�!BBC�
79BH=IG�
�(5I@IG�CF��C9@9GH=BIG�”6�H<9B�H<=G�A5M�G<CK�H<5H�H<9�DF9G9BH�=G�H<CI;<H�C:�=B�

4| Reinhold, “Ueber den Geist,” 3rd piece, 225–255; 4th piece, 337–378, 228.

5| Achim Landwehr, Geburt der Gegenwart: Eine Geschichte der Zeit im 17. Jahrhundert (Frankfurt o.M.:  

S. Fischer, 2014); Daniel Fulda, “Wann begann die ‘offene’ Zukunft? Ein Versuch, die Koselleck’sche Fi-

xierung auf die ‘Sattelzeit’ zu lösen,” in Geschichtsbewusstsein und Zukunftserwartung in Pietismus und 

Erweckungsbewegung, ed. Wolfgang Breul and Jan Carsten Schnurr (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 

2013), 141–172; ibid., “Um 1700 begann die ‘offene’ Zukunft. Zum Ausgang der Aufklärung von einer all-

gemeinen Unsicherheitserfahrung,” in Um 1700: Die Formierung der europäischen Aufklärung. Zwischen 

Öffnung und neuerlicher Schließung, ed. ibid., Jörn Steigerwald (Berlin/ Boston: De Gruyter, 2016), 23–45. 

See also: Stefanie Stockhorst, “Zeitkonzepte: Zur Pluralisierung des Zeitdiskurses im langen 18. Jahrhun-

dert,” Das achtzehnte Jahrhundert 30, no. 2 (2006): 157–164.

6| Kaspar Stieler, Zeitungs Lust und Nutz, ed. Gert Hagelweide, complete reprint of the original edition 

from 1695 (Bremen: Schünemann, 1969), 4. Changes like these were then given their own publication, for: 
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H9FAG�C:�=HG�8=::9F9B79�HC�H<9�D5GH��6IH�=H�79FH5=B@M�8C9G�BCH�DFCJ9�H<9�=895�C:�5�GMB7<FCB�
=7�GC7=5@��7I@HIF5@��DC@=H=75@��5B8�97CBCA=7�CJ9F5F7<=B;�B9LIG�H<5H�=G�‘H<9�DF9G9BH’�5B8�
=G�7CBGH5BH@M�7<5B;=B;��5G�:CFAI@5H98�5H�H<9�9B8�C:�H<9���H<�79BHIFM�6M�%9F7=9F�:CF�9L�
5AD@9��“,<9�5FH�C:�DF=BH=B;��;IBDCK89F��H<9�8=G7CJ9FM�C:�H<9�B9K�KCF@8��H<9�DCGH��H<9�
DFCA=GGCFM�BCH9��5B8�H<9�CGH9BG=6@9�65@5B79�C:��IFCD9�<5J9�H<FCKB�H<9�9BH=F9�C@8�GMG�
H9A�=BHC�8=G5FF5M	”��B8�5�D5;9�:IFH<9F�CB��“,<9�A5B�K<C�=G�AC8=:=98�6M�;CJ9FBA9BH�
:CFAG��@5KG��<56=HG��697CA9G�5�7CAD@9H9@M�8=::9F9BH�GD97=9G�5G�<9�CB79�K5G	”7��CF�
+H=9@9F�=B�7CBHF5GH��H<9�“J5F=9HM�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH”8�F9G=89G�A9F9@M�=B�<CK�CB9�B5A9�H5?9G�
H<9�D@579�C:�5BCH<9F��5�GC7=C�7I@HIF5@�HF5BG:CFA5H=CB��5G�=G�F9:@97H98�G=B79�H<9�A=88@9�
C:�H<9���H<�79BHIFM�5B8�K<=7<�H<IG�A5?9G�D@5IG=6@9�H<9�B979GG=HM�C:�5B�56GHF57H=B;�75H��
9;CFM�‘H<9�DF9G9BH�’�=G�BCH�;=J9B	��G�=ADCFH5BH�5G�$5B8K9<F’G�9J=89B79�=G�:CF�DFCJ=B;�
H<9�9B<5B798�GH5HIG�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH�=B�H<9���H<�79BHIFM��5�8=GH=B7H=CB�GH=@@�B998G�HC�69�
8F5KB�69HK99B�H<=G�9B<5B79A9BH�5B8�H<9�H9ADCF5@=N=B;�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH	9���H9ADC�
F5@=N98�DF9G9BH�DF9GIDDCG9G�F9:@97H=CB�CB�5B�=BH9FB5@�5B8�7CFF9@5H=J9�7CAD@9L=HM�H<5H�
=G�J5F=56@9�=B�=HG�H9ADCF5@�8MB5A=7�5B8�GC7=5@�GHFI7HIF9��CB9�H<5H�=G�G=AI@H5B9CIG��
@M�7CID@98�HC�A9H<C8G�75D56@9�C:�F9B89F=B;�=H�6CH<�J=G=6@9�5B8�C6G9FJ56@9	

!�K=@@�89J9@CD�H<=G�DFC6@9A5H=7�C:�H<9�J=G=6@9
=BJ=G=6@9�DF9G9BH�=B�H<F99�GH9DG	�
!B�H<9�:=FGH��7CB79DHI5@�5B8�DF57H=75@��!�@CC?�HC�H<=B?�C:�H<9�‘DF9G9BH’�=B�=HG�=BH9F89D9B�
89B7=9G�5G�5B�CJ9F5F7<=B;�B9LIG��HC�;5H<9F�D9FH=B9BH�C6G9FJ5H=CBG�5B8�HIFB�=H�=BHC�
5��8=G7IFG=J9��C6>97H�C:�=BH9FJ9BH=CB	�,<=G�7CB79FBG�H<9�8=G7CIFG9�C:�KCF@8�<=GHCFM�
5B8�H<9�F9:@97H=CB�CB�H<9�DF57H=79G�C:�‘DC@=7=B;	’�+97CB8@M��!�G<CK�<CK��D5F5@@9@�5B8�
G=AI@H5B9CIG@M� =B� H<9�8=G7CIFG9�CB�H<9�;9B=IG��DF=J=@9;98�J=9K=B;�DCG=H=CBG�K9F9�
8=G7IGG98�:FCA�K<9F9� =BJ=G=6@9�G=AI@H5B9=H=9G��C:�H<9�DF9G9BH��7CI@8�69�F9B89F98�
J=G=6@9	�!B�H<9�H<=F8�GH9D��!�G<5@@�9LD@=75H9�5B�9L5AD@9�C:�H<=G�F9B89F=B;�J=G=6@9�C:�H<9�
DF9G9BH��8F5K=B;�CB�H<9�:F5;A9BH�Der tugendhafte Taugenichts�6M�"	%	*	�$9BN	

“The heads in Europe have changed so much in just a few years / that there are very few serene Houses to 

be found / wherein no significant deaths have occurred. This has been remarked on in writings now and 

then/ but because the gallant youth and many other curious minds prefer to see such remarks together in a 

compendium / these brief notes have been put up on demand.” So [Johann Gottfried Gregorius], Das jetzt 

lebende Europa Oder Genealogische Beschreibung aller jetzt lebenden Durchlauchtigsten Häupter. Von 

Melissantes (Franckfur t/ Leipzig: Niedtens, 1715), Preface, pl. 2 (recto and verso).

7| Louis Sébastien Mercier, Neuer Versuch über die Schauspielkunst, aus dem Französischen von Heinrich 

Leopold Wagner, mit einem Anhang aus Goethes Brieftasche, facsimile print after the edition of 1776, with 

an epilogue by Peter Pfaff (Heidelberg: Lambert Schneider, 1967), 198/199. In a list of the changes in 

the present Mercier follows a passage from a Voltaire text: Anmerkungen über die Geschichte überhaupt 

(Remarques sur l’histoire, 1742), in ibid, Erzählungen, Dialoge, Streitschriften, ed. Martin Fontius (Berlin: 

Rütten & Loening, 1981), vol. 3, 217–222, esp. 220/221. 

8| Landwehr, Geburt der Gegenwart, 201. 

9| For more on this see the detailed discussion of the contributors to the IASL thematic issue: “‘Gegenwart’ 

im 17. Jahrhundert? Versuch einer Antwort,” ed. Stefan Geyer and Johannes F. Lehmann, IASL 42, no.1 

(2017): 110–278, 257–278.
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I. Present as Nexus (Universal History, Police)

,C�A5?9�5� GI6GH5BH=J9� H=A9�7CB79DH�C:� ‘H<9�DF9G9BH’�D@5IG=6@9�� H<9�DF9J5=@=B;� F9�
@5H=CBG�C:�H<9�H=A9��=B�D5FH=7I@5F�GC7=5@�97CBCA=7�F9@5H=CBG��B998�HC�69�;F5GD98�5G�
5B� =BH9F7CBB97H98� B9LIG�� 5B8� =B8998� 5G� CB9� H<5H� =G� C6G9FJ56@9� 5B8� 8=G7IGG56@9�
=B�H9FAG�C:�=HG�7<5B;9G��5@H<CI;<�=H�=G�=BJ=G=6@9�CF�IBG9956@9�=B�=HG�K<C@9B9GG	�,<9��
�CHH=B;9B�<=GHCF=5B��I;IGH�$I8K=;�+7<@lN9F�:CFAI@5H9G�=B�Vorstellung der Univer-
sal-Historie�������5�8=GH=B7H=CB�69HK99B�H<9�“F9@5H=CBG<=DG�C:�H<9�F95@�B9LIG�”�K<=7<�
89G7F=69G�H<9�8=57<FCB=7�5B8�“J=G=6@9”10�F9@5H=CBG�C:�75IG9�5B8�9::97H��5B8�H<9�“H<9�
B9LIG�C:�H<9�H=A9�”�K<=7<�A95BG�H<9�A9F9�G=AI@H5B9=HM�C:�7CIBHF=9G��D9CD@9G��CF�
9J9BHG�K<=7<�8C�BCH�DCGG9GG�5BM�“J=G=6@9�7CBB97H=CBG�”11

“,<9�A9F9�temporal connection <5G�=B7=89BHG�5B8�9J9BHG�K<=7<�5F9�BCH�65G98�=B�CB9�

5BCH<9F��6IH�5F9�G=AI@H5B9CIG��H<5H�=G�IB89F�:57HG�K<=7<�C77IF�=B�J9FM�8=::9F9BH�7CIB�

HF=9G��CF�=B�8=::9F9BH�D5FHG�C:�H<9�KCF@8��6IH�5H�H<9�G5A9�H=A9	�3…4� 9F9�=H�=G�H<9�7@5=A�

C:�IB=J9FG5@�<=GHCFM�HC�7CA6=B9�5@@�H<9�G=AI@H5B9CIG�:57HG��HC�=A5;=B9�5H�CB79�H<9�G=HI��

5H=CB� C:� H<9� KCF@8� =B� H<=G� ;=J9B� 5;9�� 5B8� =B� GI7<� 5� K5M� H<=B?� 9J9FM� G=B;@9� =B7=89BH�

synchronistically	”12

+7<@lN9F’G�“=895@�C:�5�IB=J9FG5@�<=GHCFM�”�GC�H<9�GI6H=H@9�DF9:=L98�HC�H<9�H56@9�
C:� 7CBH9BHG�� 5=AG� HC� :IFB=G<�5B�56GHF57H=B;�5B8�GMBH<9G=N=B;�D9FGD97H=J9��CB9� =B�
K<=7<�5�“;9B9F5@�J=9K�H<5H�9B7CAD5GG9G�H<9�K<C@9”13�=G�HC�7CBG=89F�H<9�K<C@9�C:�
<=GHCFM�IB89F�“CB9�G=B;@9�5GD97H	”�'B@M�GC�75B�=H�7F95H9�“5�GMGH9A�H<FCI;<�K<=7<�
8=J9FG=HM�75B�69�;F5GD98�5H�CB79	”14��@G9K<9F9��+7<@lN9F�KF=H9G��“H<=G�GK99D=B;�;5N9�
F975GHG�H<9�5;;F9;5H9�=BHC�5�GMGH9A��F9HIFBG�5@@�GH5H9G�C:�H<9�;@C69�=BHC�5�IB=HM��H<9�
<IA5B� GD97=9G�� 5B8� 9J5@I5H9G� H<9� D9CD@9G� C:� H<=G� ;@C69� GC@9@M� =B� H9FAG� C:� H<9=F�
F9@5H=CBG�HC�H<9�@5F;9�F9JC@IH=CBG�C:�H<9�KCF@8	”15���GMGH9A�C:�GMB7<FCB=7�F9@5H=CB�
G<=DG�=G�HC�69�8=GH=@@98�:FCA�H<9�F95@�75IG5@�F9@5H=CBG	�,<9�8=J9FG9@M�9AD@CM98�CDH=75@��
A9H5D<CFG��J=9K��;5N9��D5=BH=B;��ACG5=7�D5=BH=B;��GH5;9��9H7	��5=A98�HC�DFCJ=89�5B�
56GHF57H=B;�F9DF9G9BH5H=CB�C:�=BJ=G=6@9�G=AI@H5B9=H=9G�=B�5�B9LIG�H<5H�=HG9@:�=G�IB=A5;=��
B56@9	�!B�H<9�:CFA�C:�=HG�F9DF9G9BH5H=CB�5G�5B�=BH9F7CBB97H98�GMGH9A��KCF@8�<=GHCFM�

10| Ludwig August Schlözer, Vorstellung der Universal-Historie (Goettingen / Gotha: Dieterich, 1772), 

reprint, in ibid., Vorstellung der Universal-Historie (1772/73), with appendixes, edited, introduced and 

commented by Horst Walter Blanke (Hagen: Rottmann, 1990), 46.

11| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 22.

12| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 48f.

13| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 18. There is also mention of a “gaze that apprehends everything at once” (34). 

The opposition between aggregate and system, which Schlözer ties to a specific way of looking at con-

nections and their nexuses, was later taken up repeatedly in the philosophy of history; for the example of 

Schiller, see: Thomas Prüfer, Die Bildung der Geschichte: Friedrich Schiller und die Anfänge der modernen 

Geschichtswissenschaft (Cologne: Böhlau, 2002), 289–297.

14| Both quotes Schlözer, Vorstellung, 22.

15| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 18f.
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=G�HC�I@H=A5H9@M�G=AI@5H9�5�J5BH5;9�DC=BH�H<5H�75B�“see H<FCI;<�H<9�7CB75H9B5H=CB�C:�
5@@�H<=B;G�CB�CIF�95FH<�”16�CF�=B�CH<9F�KCF8G��H<9�J5BH5;9�DC=BH�C:��C8	

+7<@lN9F’G�DCG=H=CB�=B�H<9�<=GHCFM�C:�KCF@8�<=GHCF=C;F5D<M�5B8�=B�H<9�<95H98�
7CBHFCJ9FGM� H<5H� 9BGI98� :FCA�<=G�Vorstellung� =G� @9GG� 7CB7@IG=J9� H<5B� H<9�EICH9G�
56CJ9�=B=H=5@@M�G99A�HC�=B8=75H9	17���:9K�C:�H<9�J=GI5@�A9H5D<CFG�@=?9�H<9�ACG5=7�5B8�
H<9�IG9�C:�GMB7<FCB=GH=7�H56@9G�=B�<=G�H9LH�:C@@CK�H<9�DF=B7=D@9�C:�H<9�C@89F�IB=J9FG5@�
<=GHCFM��K<=7<�CB9�7CI@8�7<5F57H9F=N9�5G�5�?=B8�C:�588=H=J9�CF�H56@95I�@=?9�GMB7<FCBM��
H<9�“7@5GG=75@�:CFA�C:�F9DF9G9BH=B;�<=GHCFM”18�=B�H<9�%=88@9��;9G	�!B�<=G�DC@9A=75@�F9�
J=9K�C:�+7<@lN9F’G�Vorstellung�� 9F89F�577CF8=B;@M�7F=H=7=N98�H<5H�=H�KCI@8�<5J9�699B�
69HH9F�HC�“7F5:H�ACF9�C:�5 picture��5�K<C@9�7CBH=BIIA��:FCA�<=GHCFM	”19�'B�H<9�CH<9F�
<5B8��K=H<�<=G�:CFAI@5H=CBG�+7<l@N9F�=G�5GD=F=B;�HC�DF97=G9@M�H<=G�=895�C:�5�@=J9@M�5B8�
CF;5B=7�7CBB97H=J9�B9LIG�C:�7I@HIF5@�<=GHCFM��:=B8=B;�5�DCK9F:I@�:CFAI@5�:CF�H<=G�K=H<�
H<9�CDDCG=H=CB�69HK99B�5;;F9;5H9�5B8�GMGH9A	20

�IB85A9BH5@� HC�+7<@lN9F’G� =BBCJ5H=J9� =895�C:�5�KCF@8�CF�IB=J9FG5@�<=GHCFM�
=G�BCH�CB@M�H<9�=B7@IG=CB�C:�5@@�B5H=CBG�5B8�D9CD@9G��K<=7<�K5G�5@F958M�GH5B85F8�=B�
H<9�C@89F�9L5AD@9G�C:�IB=J9FG5@�<=GHCFM�5B8�H<9=F�7<FCBC@C;=75@�H56@9G21��K<=7<�<9�
5@GC�GH=@@�IG98�5B8�AC8=:=98��22�6IH�H<9�=BH9;F5H=CB�C:�5G�A5BM�:579HG�5B8�5GD97HG�
5G�DCGG=6@9�K<=7<�7CBGH=HIH9�H<9�F9GD97H=J9�GC7=5@�GHFI7HIF5@��97CBCA=7��5B8�7I@HIF5@�

16| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 49 (emphasis J.L.).

17| Hölscher tends towards simplifying tensions and ambiguities: “Von leeren Zeiten,” 48f. He places 

Schlözer’s synchronistic thinking in an analogy to the concurrently emerging concept of the ‘Zeitgeist’ and 

Herder’s idea of the ‘Volk spirit.’ While this is by no means wrong, it does however play down the proximity 

to the older synchrony and the distance to Herder.

18| Martin Gierl, Geschichte als präzisierte Wissenschaft. Johann Christoph Gatterer und die Historiogra-

phie des 18. Jahrhunderts im ganzen Umfang (Stuttgart / Bad Cannstatt: Frommann-Holzboog, 2012), 35. 

19| Johann Gottfried Herder, “Schlözers Vorstellung seiner Universal-Geschichte,” Frankfurter Gelehrte 

Anzeigen, no. LX (28.7.1772): 473–478, 477. In the controversy between Schlözer and his Gottingen col-

league Johann Friedrich Gatterer Herder defended the latter with this review.

20| Schlözer expressly claims this formulation to be his own discovery: “From amongst the new authors not 

one is known to me who makes this general view that encompasses the whole into the character of world 

history, and in such a way distinguishes system from aggregate.” Schlözer, Vorstellung, 23. For more on this 

formulation, see: Manfred Riedel, “System, Struktur,” in Geschichtliche Grundbegriffe, ed. Otto Brunner, 

Werner Conze and Reinhart Koselleck, vol. 6 (Stuttgart: Klett Cotta, 1990), 285–322.

21| Universal history lectures using chronological tables were held in Gottingen since the founding of the 

university and themselves in turn based on older traditions. See André de Melo Araújo, Weltgeschichte in 

Göttingen. Eine Studie über das spätaufklärerische universalhistorische Denken, 1756–1815 (Bielefeld: 

transcript, 2012). The chronological tables of Johann David Köhler (1684–1755) are still the foundations 

for his successor Johann Christoph Gatterer. On the dispute between Schlözer and Gatterer about the 

priority of a world history as a system and the role Herder played, see: Gierl, Geschichte als präzisierte 

Wissenschaft, 365–386. 

22| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 88–94 and 109–112. 
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‘DF9G9BHG	’�,<9�5=A�=G�HC�:IFB=G<�5B�CJ9FJ=9K�C:�5B8�“=BG=;<H�=BHC�H<9�7CBB97H=CB”23�
69HK99B�H<9�DC@=H=75@��GC7=5@��97CBCA=7��H97<BC@C;=75@��5B8�CH<9F�F9@9J5BH�:57HCFG�C:�
5�H=A9��HC�=89BH=:M�H<9�“7CIFG9�C:�7I@HIF9��C:�=B8IGHFM��CF�=B�5�KCF8��H<9�7CIFG9�C:�<I�
A5B=HM�=B�5�B5H=CB	”24��77CF8=B;@M��+7<@lN9F�=G�=BH9F9GH98�=B�H<9�<=GHCFM�C:�HC6577C��C:�
H<9�GHF5B;9GH�=BJ9BH=CBG��C:�H<9�DCGH5@�G9FJ=79��5B8�H<9��F9B7<�7C@CB=9G�=B��A9F=75	25�
,<9�:C7IG�=G�HC�69�G<=:H98�:FCA�H<9�<=GHCFM�C:�FI@9FG�HC�GC7=C�97CBCA=7�7CB8=H=CBG�
5B8�H<9�7CBB97H=J9�B9LIG	

“‘��<=GHCFM�C:�HC6577C’—H<=G�KCI@8�5@K5MG�69�5G�5B�=BH9F9GH=B;�GI6>97H�:CF�KCF@8�<=G�

HCFM�5G�‘H<9�<=GHCFM�C:�H<9�;F95H�,5A9F@5B9�’�CF�‘H<9�<=GHCFM�C:�H<9�5B7=9BH��GGMF=5B�9A�

D=F9	’��GGIA=B;�B5A9@M�� H<5H� H<9� 7CBB97H=CB�5�<=GHCF=75@� GI6>97H�<5G�K=H<� =ADCFH5BH��

7<5B;9G�=B�H<9�KCF@8��5G�5�75IG9�K=H<�9::97HG��=G�H<9�GC@9�7F=H9F=CB�89H9FA=B=B;�=HG�KCFH<�

:CF�IB=J9FG5@�<=GHCFM	”26

,<9� F9@9J5B79�C:� GI7<�5�GC7=C�97CBCA=7�B9LIG�K5G� :CFAI@5H98� =B�G=A=@5F�
H9FAG�6M�+7<@lN9F’G�5F7<9B9AM��5HH9F9F��89GD=H9�5;;F9;5H=J9�@=GH=B;G�=BHC�H56@9G�:CF�
;FCID=B;�GD97=5@�<=GHCF=9G��<9� HCC�K5G� =BH9F9GH98� =B� =89BH=:M=B;� H<9�G=AI@H5B9CIG�
B9LIG�

“,<9�highest degree of the pragmatic� =B�<=GHCFM�KCI@8�69�H<9�=895�C:�5�;9B9F5@�B9LIG�

C:�H<=B;G�=B�H<9�KCF@8��Nexus rerum universalis�	��CF�BC�=B7=89BH�=B�H<9�KCF@8�=G��5G�=H�

K9F9��insular	��@@�89D9B8G�CB�CB9�5BCH<9F��C775G=CBG�CB9�5BCH<9F��69;9HG�CB9�5BCH<9F��

=G�C775G=CB98��=G�69;CHH9B��5B8�C775G=CBG�5B8�69;9HG�5;5=B	�,<9�=B7=89BHG�C:�H<9�BC�

6@9�5B8�H<9�@CK@=9GH��=B8=J=8I5@�D9CD@9�5B8�5@@�HC;9H<9F��C:�DF=J5H9�@=:9�5B8�H<9�;F95H9F�

KCF@8��=B8998�9J9B�H<9�6FIH=G<�5B8�@=:9@9GG�7F95HIF9G�5B8�D9CD@9��5@@�5F9�9BHK=B98�5B8�

7CBB97H98�=B�CB9�5BCH<9F	”27

,<5H� 9J9FMH<=B;� =G� =BH9F7CBB97H98�� H<9� 9GH5H9G� C:� GC7=9HM� 5ACB;GH� H<9A��
G9@J9G�5B8�<IA5BG�K=H<�5B=A5@G�5B8�H<=B;G—H<=G�@958G�HC�5B�C6G9FJ5H=CB5@�5HH=HI89�
H<5H�5=AG�HC�‘G99’�=BH9FG97H=CBG�69HK99B�7I@HIF9G	��B8�DF97=G9@M�H<9�9LD@=7=H�=B7@IG=CB�
C:�5B=A5@G�5B8�� =B�D5FH=7I@5F��H<=B;G�K=@@�69�C:�G=;B=:=75B79�=B�K<5H�:C@@CKG	�,<9G9�
‘=A5;9G’�5F9�BCH� HC� F9DF9G9BH�5� H56I@5F�7<FCBCA9HF=7�D5F5@@9@��6IH�5B� =BH9F89D9B�
89BH�=BH9FHK=B=B;	��;5=BGH�H<9�657?;FCIB8�C:�H<9�ACJ9�HCK5F8G�5�G97I@5F�IB=J9FG5@�
<=GHCFM�� :CFAI@5H98� :CF� H<9� :=FGH� H=A9� 6M� ,IF;CH� =B� H<9�A=88@9� C:� H<9� ��H<� 79BHIFM��

23| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 45.

24| Schlözer, Vorstellung, 44.

25| Cf. Horst Walter Blanke, “Einleitung,” in Schlözer, Vorstellung, 9–26, 21.

26| August Ludwig Schlözer, “Erste Bekanntwerdung des Tobaks in Europa, besonders in Deutschland,” 

in id., August Ludwig Schlözers Briefwechsel meist historischen und politischen Inhalts, Dritter Theil, Heft 

XIII–XVIII (1778), 3rd ed. (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck, 1780), book 15, 153–165, 153f. 

27| Johann Christoph Gatterer, “Vom historischen Plan, und der darauf sich gründenden Zusammenfü-

gung der Erzählungen (1767),” in Theoretiker der deutschen Aufklärung, ed. Horst Walter Blanke and Dirk  

Fleischer, vol. 2: Elemente der Aufklärungshistorik (Stuttgart / Bad Cannstatt: Frommann-Holzboog, 1990), 

621–662, 659.
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<=GHCFM�=G�HC�69�H<9�<=GHCFM�C:�7I@HIF9�5B8�<IA5B=HM	28���F9DF9G9BH5H=CB�C:�H<9�<=GHC�
F=75@�G9EI9B79�C:�B9LIG9G�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH�=GX5G�,IF;CH�9LD@=7=H@M�GH5H9GX7CB79FB98�
K=H<�H<9�F9GD97H=J9�Scoupe�C:�<=GHCFM	V29� =GHCFM�7CBG=GHG�C:�5�SGI779GG=CB�C:�H=A9�
@9J9@G�GHFI7HIF98�=B�GI7<�5�K5M	V30��77CF8=B;@M��,IF;CH�5@GC�B998G�H<9�BCIBG�RD5GHQ�
5B8� RDF9G9BHQ� HC�89G7F=69� H<=G�B9LIG�G9EI9B79�5B8�H<9�F9GD97H=J9�SH56@95I�C:� H<9�
DF9G9BH�V31

S%5=G�@5�;eC;F5D<=9��D5F�@b�AfA9�EIQ9@@9�9GH�le tableau du présent,�J5F=9�G5BG�79GG9��9H�

DI=GEI9�HCIH�89�EI=�9GH�D5GGe�5�eHe�DFeG9BH��@Q<=GHC=F9��EI=�9GH�@9�Fe7=H�8I�D5GGe��8C=H�fHF9�

IB9�GI=H9�89�79G�H56@95IL�89�@Q<=GHC=F9�8I�ACB89�DF=G�85BG�7<5EI9�ACA9BH	�"9�D5F@9�89�

l’histoire universelle.”32

/=H<CIH�<5J=B;�5�BCIB�RH<9�DF9G9BHQ�5H�<=G�8=GDCG5@��=B�+7<@lN9FQG�H<CI;<H�
H<=G�=895�=G�:CFAI@5H98�GCA9K<5H�8=::9F9BH@M��H<9�K<C@9�SG=HI5H=CB�C:�H<9�KCF@8�5H�H<9�
CB9�;=J9B�H=A9V33�=G�HC�69�F9DF9G9BH98	�+I7<�5�:CFAI@5H=CB�=B8=75H9G�ex negativo�H<9�
B979GG=HM�CF�H<9�B998�:CF�5�BCIB�RDF9G9BH	Q���@=HH@9�@5H9F�=B�5�<=GHCF=7C�D<=@CGCD<=75@�
F9:@97H=CB���85A�/9=G<5IDH�5FF=J98�5H�5�G=A=@5F� :CFAI@5H=CB� =B�5�D5GG5;9�CB� H<9�
DFC;F9GG�5B8�89J9@CDA9BH�C:�A5B?=B8��

S�@CB;�K=H<�H<9�89J9@CDA9BH�C:�H<9�G5A9�3DCK9F�C:�H<9�A=B8�5B8�B998G4�GC�H<9�K5M�C:�

@=:9�7<5B;9G�5@CB;�K=H<�H<9A��H<9�ACF5@�5B8�DC@=H=75@�GH5H9��H<9�BCH=CBG�C:�<5DD=B9GG��

H<9�7CB8I7H�C:�D9CD@9�HCK5F8G�CB9�5BCH<9F��H<9=F�F9@5H=CBG�HC�CB9�5B�CH<9F��the whole 

situation of the concurrent world at the one given time	V34

28| Cf. Johannes Rohbeck, “Erklärende Historiographie und Teleologie der Geschichte,” in Zwischen  

Empirisierung und Konstruktionsleistung: Anthropologie im 18. Jahrhundert, ed. Jörn Garber and Heinz 

Thoma (Tübingen: De Gruyter, 2004), 77–99. Cf. ibid., “Turgot als Geschichtsphilosoph,” in Turgot: Über 

die Fortschritte des menschlichen Geistes, ed. ibid. and Lieselotte Steibrügge (Frankfur t o.M.: Suhrkamp, 

1990), 7–87.

29| Turgot, “Entwurf zu einem Werk über die politische Geographie” [1751], in id., Über die Fortschritte 

des menschlichen Geistes, ed. Rohbeck and Steinbrügge 168–220, 166. In original: “La géographie po-

litique est, si j'ose anisi parler, la coupe de l’historie.” Turgot, “Plan d’un ouvrage sur la géographie poli-

tique,” in id., Oeuvres et Documents le concernant, avec Biographie et Notes, par Gustave Schelle, Tome 1 

(Paris: Librairie Félix Alcan, 1913), 255–274, 258 (emphasis J.L.).

30| This is the formulation given by Rohbeck, “Turgot,” 45. 

31| Rohbeck, “Turgot,” 166. 

32| Turgot, “Plan d’un ouvrage,” 257. “Aber die Geographie verändert sich unaufhörlich, weil sie eben ein 

Bild der Gegenwart ist, und da alles, was vergangen ist, einmal Gegenwart war, muß die Geschichte, die eine 

Erzählung der Vergangenheit ist, aus einer Abfolge dieser Bilder der Weltgeschichte bestehen, genommen in 

jedem Augenblick. Ich spreche von der Universalgeschichte.” Turgot, Entwurf, 166 (trans. modified by J.L.). 

33| Turgot, Entwurf, 259.

34| [Adam Weishaupt], “Anrede an die neu aufzunehmenden Illuminatos dirigentes,” in Nachtrag von 

weitern Originalschriften, welche die Illuminatensekte überhaupt, sonderbar aber den Stifter derselben 

Adam Weishaupt, gewesen Professor zu Ingolstadt betreffen, und bey der auf dem Baron Bassusischen 

Schloß zu Sandersdorf, einem bekannten Illuminaten-Neste, vorgenommenen Visitation entdeckt, sofort 
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79DH� =G� 9LD@=7=H@M�A5F?98��K<=@9� H<9�BCIB� “H<9�DF9G9BH”� =B� H<9�8=7H=CB5F=9G�C:� H<9�
��H<� 5B8� 95F@M� ��H<� 79BHIF=9G� =G� BCH� 9J9B� 9BH9F98�� 5B� 9BHFM� =B� +5AI9@� "C<BGCB’G��
Dictionary�G=B79������F958G��“,<9�(F9G9BH	��B�9@@=DH=75@�9LDF9GG=CB�:CF�H<9�DF9G9BH�
H=A9	”35���DCH9BH�H9GH5A9BH�C:�H<9�IG5;9�C:�H<=G�BCA=B5@=N5H=CB�K5G�H<9�:CFAI@5H=CB�
C:�H<9�H=H@9�;=J9B�HC�H<9�9B7M7@CD98=7�IB=J9FG5@�<=GHCFM�DI6@=G<98�=B�$CB8CB�G=B79�
������=HG�=B7@IG=CB�5B8�HF5BG@5H=CB�<=GHCFM�F957<=B;�HC�H<9��CHH=B;9B�IB=J9FG5@�<=G�
HCF=5BG��An Universal History, From the Earliest Account of Time to the Present	36

/<=@9�H<9�9@@=DH=75@�7CB79DH�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH�F9:9FG�HC�GCA9H<=B;�H<5H��CB�H<9�
CB9�<5B8��5DD95FG� =B� H=A9�5B8��CB� H<9�CH<9F�� H<5H�7CBG=GHG�DF97=G9@M� =B�<CK�H<5H�
K<=7<�5DD95FG�7CB7IFF9BH@M�:CFAG�5B8�89J9@CDG�F9@5H=CBG�5B8�7CB8=H=CBG�H<5H�D9F�
A5B9BH@M�7<5B;9�5B8�9@I89�577CAD5BM=B;�D9F79DH=CB��H<9�‘DF9G9BH’�5@H9FB5H9G�69�
HK99B�J=G=6=@=HM�5B8�=BJ=G=6=@=HM�:FCA�H<9�CIHG9H	��G�GI7<�5B�C6>97H�C:�C6G9FJ5H=CB��8=G�
7CIFG9��5B8�;CJ9FB5B79��H<9�DF9G9BH�7CBGH=HIH98�=HG9@:�:=FGH�=B�H<9�G97CB8�<5@:�C:�H<9�
��H<�79BHIFM��5B8�DF97=G9@M—GC�AM�H<9G=G—5G�5�7CFF9@5H9�HC�H<9�DCK9F�H97<B=EI9G�C:�
DC@=7=B;�5B8�H<9�6IF;9CB=B;�AC89FB�DI6@=7�GD<9F9	37

auf Churfürstlich höchsten Befehl gedruckt, und zum geheimen Archiv genommen worden sind, um solche 

jedermann auf Verlangen zur Einsicht vorlegen zu lassen: Zwo Abtheilungen (Munich: Lentner, 1787), II, 

44-121, 53f.  

35| Dictionary of the English Language, ed. Samuel Johnson (London: Consortium, 1755), 382.

36| Cf.: Helmut Zedelmaier, Der Anfang der Geschichte. Studien zur Ursprungsdebatte im 18. Jahrhundert 

(Hamburg: Felix Meiner, 2003), 143–163. The translation of Universal History provided by Baumgarten 

since 1744 dispenses with the subtitle, i.e. the term ‘Gegenwart’ is missing: Siegmund Jacob Baumgarten, 

Uebersetzung der Allgemeinen Welthistorie, die in England durch eine Gesellschaft von Gelehrten angefer-

tigt worden, Ersther Theil (Halle: Gebauer, 1744).

37| Cf. Johannes F. Lehmann, “Literatur der Gegenwart als politisches Drama der Öffentlichkeit. Der Fall 

Robert Prutz und seine Voraussetzungen im 18. Jahrhundert,” in: Dramatische Eigenzeiten des Politischen 

im 18. und 19. Jahrhundert, ed. Michael Gamper and Peter Schnyder (Hannover: Wehrhahn, 2017), 191–

214. 
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'B9�75B�G99�H<=G�5G�H<9�=BHFC8I7H=CB�C:�5�F9:@97H=J9�H9ADCF5@=HM�=BHC�;CJ9FBA9BH5@�
57H=CB��“!H�=G�H<9F9:CF9�79FH5=B�H<5H�H<9�DC@=79�@5KG�75BBCH�5@K5MG�F9A5=B�H<9�G5A9��
6IH� 5F9� GI6>97H98� HC� 7<5B;9� ACF9� H<5B� CH<9FG� @5KG	”39� �9GD=H9� H<9� DFC6@9A5H=7�
H<5H� :F9EI9BH@M� 7<5B;=B;� @5KG� =G�DCGG=6@M�85A5;=B;� HC�5�;CJ9FBA9BH’G� 5IH<CF=HM��
JCB�"IGH=�58JC75H9G�5�“DI6@=7�F9JC75H=CB”�C:�DC@=79�@5KG�K<=7<�“BC�@CB;9F�GI=H�H<9�
7IFF9BH�GH5H9�C:� H<9�7CAAIB=HM	”40��975IG9�7=F7IAGH5B79G�“7<5B;9� :FCA�H=A9�HC�
H=A9”41�5B8�H<9�DC@=79�DF9GG�:CF�IBGH=BH=B;�=ADFCJ9A9BH��“H<9�DC@=79�=G�B9J9F�69�
MCB8�=ADFCJ9A9BH”�42�=B�=HG�9::CFHG�HC�?99D�57HI5@=N=B;��=H�=G�5B�5;9BH�C:�9BA=HM�HC�
HF58=H=CB	�/=H<�H<9�65HH@9�7FM�C:�“D@IG�I@HF5”�5B8�“CB�5B8�CB”�=H�H5?9G�H<9�:=;<H�HC�5@@�
H<CG9�K<C�“69@=9J9� HC�8=G<CBCF� H<9�5G<9G�C:� H<9=F� :5H<9FG�K<9B9J9F� H<9M�89J=5H9�
9J9B�>IGH�5B�=B7<�:FCA�H<9=F�<56=HG�5B8�7IGHCAG��5B8��7CAD@M=B;�K=H<�H<9�G5M=B;�5G�

38| Johann Heinrich Gottlob von Justi, Die Natur und das Wesen der Staaten (Berlin/ Stettin/ Leipzig: 

Rüdiger, 1760), 476.

39| Johann Heinrich Gottlob von Justi, Grundsätze der Policey-Wissenschaft, 2nd strongly enlarged 

ed. (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck, 1759), 296. See also Joachim Georg Darjes, Erste Gründe der Cameral- 

Wissenschaften drinnen die Haupt-Theile so wohl der Oeconomie als auch der Policey und besondern 

Cameral-Wissenschaft in ihrer natürlichen Verknüpfung zum Gebrauch seiner academischen Fürlesung 

entworfen (Jena: Johann Adam Melchiors Wittwe, 1756), 3rd part, § 25, 407: “Police arrangements can be 

of a long duration.”

40| Justi, Grundsätze, 307. See Joseph Vogl, “Staatsbegehren. Zur Epoche der Policey,” DVjs 74 (2000): 

600–626. Focusing on welfare and insurance, Vogl thus identifies and elaborates on police references to 

the future. I would like to add however that this presupposes observing the present.

41| Georg Heinrich Zincke, “Von der Policey-Wissenschaft,” in id., Cameralisten-Bibliothek, 2nd part  

(Leipzig: Jacobi, 1751), 337.

42| Zincke, “Policey-Wissenschaft,” 337.
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7CB8=H=CB�C:�H<9�GH5H9�H<CFCI;<@M�5B8�F9@=56@M��CB�H<9�CB9�<5B8��A5?9�H<CFCI;<�?BCK@�

98;9�5J5=@56@9�HC�H<9�5HH9BH=J9�58A=B=GHF5H=CB�C:�H<9�5::5=FG��5B8�CB�H<9�CH<9F��H<FCI;<�

H<9�F9DCFHG�C:�H<9�5IH<CF=H=9G�5B8�G9FJ5BHG��=:�H<9M�5F9�=B�5;F99A9BH�K=H<�CB9�5BCH<9F�

:FCA�8=::9F9BH�G=89G��8C�H<9�G5A9�K=H<�CH<9F�F9J=9K98�=B:CFA5H=CB��GC�H<5H�H<9�7CB8=�

H=CB�C:�H<9�6C8M�DC@=H=7�=G�GI::=7=9BH@M�=BGD97H98�=B�5@@�=HG�D5FHG	”45

,<FCI;<� GD97=:=7� DF57H=79G� C:� C6G9FJ=B;� 5B8� 7CAAIB=75H=B;��K<=7<� <5J9�
HC�69�H<CI;<H�C:�GMB7<FCB=75@@M��=H�=G�B9J9FH<9@9GG�DCGG=6@9�HC�A5?9�H<9�F9GD97H=J9�
7IFF9BH�=BH9F7CBB97H=B;�F9@5H=CBG<=DG�J=G=6@9�5H�79FH5=B�DC=BHG�5G�5�B9LIG	

,<9�B9K�=B�H<9�75A9F5@=GH=7�IB89FGH5B8=B;�C:�H<9�DC@=79�G=B79�H<9�A=88@9�C:�
H<9���H<�79BHIFM�@=9G�=B�H<=G�:C7IG=B;�CB�9AD=F=7=GA�5G�5B�5IH<CF=HM�5B8�:CIB85H=CB�
C:�;CJ9FBA9BH5@�57H=CB	46� !B� H<9� :CIB85H=CB5@� H9LHG�C:�75A9F5@=GA��DC@=79�G7=9B79�
5DD95FG�5G�5�GI6�8=G7=D@=B9��“�@ACGH�5@@�C:�H<9�A5HH9FG�C:�F9;I@5H=CB�7CJ9F98�6M�H<9�
C@89F�DC@=79�8C7HF=B9G�5F9�5@GC�DF9G9BH98�<9F9��5@69=H�BCK�CF89F98�=BHC�5�7C<9F9BH@M�
=BH9F7CBB97H98�97CBCA=7�DIFDCG9	”47� !H� =G� H<9� F5H=CB5@=HM�C:� H<9�97CBCAM�5B8� =HG��
“D@5BB=B;�DFC;BCGH=7�9@9A9BH”�H<5H�A5?9G�=H�D@5IG=6@9�HC�5HH5=B�H<9�B979GG5FM�?BCK@��
98;9� C:� H<9� 57HI5@� GH5H9� C:� BCH� CB@M� D9FGCBG� 6IH� 5@GC� C6>97HG� 5B8� H<=B;G� =B� H<9�

43| Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Zincke (the son of the publisher Georg Heinrich Zincke) in a speech for the 

bir thday of the Duke of Brunswick “Von dem in Oeconomischen Policey-Cammer- und Finanz-Sachen 

höchstnöthigen: Plus ultra,” in Leipziger Sammlungen von Wirtschafftlichen, Policey- Cammer- und Finantz- 

Sachen, IX (1753): 478–508, 486. Zincke justifies the economically necessary “Plus ultra” and “on and on” 

(“Oeconomische Policey-Cammer,” 487) anthropologically with man’s drive to find happiness.

44| Justi, Grundsätze, 295 f. Cf.: Friedrich Wilhelm Tafinger, Von der Lehre der Policeywissenschaft auf 

teutschen Universitäten (Tuebingen: Fues, 1767), 8f.: “Precisely for this reason the police must make every 

effor t to keep an eye on the relationship between all these dif ferent goods and donations at all times […].”

45| Justi, Grundsätze, 296. In his book: Die Grundfeste zu der Macht und Glückseeligkeit der Staaten; 

oder ausführliche Vorstellung der gesamten Policey-Wissenschaft, zweyter Band (Koenigsberg / Leipzig: 

Gebhard Ludewig Woltersdorfs Wittwe, 1761), 472, Justi adds a detailed note to this sentence in which he 

makes it clear that this is not to be done by spying (“scouts”).

46| As part of the economy, policing now refers in essence to the “food supply” and its organization and 

improvement. See Zincke, “Von der Policey-Wissenschaft,” 323.  

47| Thomas Simon, “Gute Policey.” Ordnungsleitbilder und Zielvorstellungen politischen Handelns in der 

Frühen Neuzeit (Frankfurt o.M.: Klostermann, 2004), 452. 
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/=H<=B�H<9�:F5A9KCF?�C:�=HG�G9HH=B;�C:�97CBCA=7�DIFDCG9��HC�7CBH=BICIG@M�=ADFCJ9�
H<9�‘A57<=B9FM�C:�H<9�GH5H9’�K=H<�5@@�=HG�7CADCB9BH�D5FHG�52�H<9F9�9A9F;9G�H<9�=895�
C:�H<9�D9FA5B9BH�C6G9FJ5H=CB�C:�5@@�=HG�D5FHG53�5B8�5B�5K5F9B9GG�C:�H<9�7CBB97H=CB�
C:�5@@�D5FHG�5ACB;�H<9AG9@J9G��“,<9�DFCGD9F=HM�C:�H<9�GI6>97HG�<5G�9LH9BG=J9�@=A=HG��
5B8�75B�69�7CBG=89F98�:FCA�J5F=CIG�GH5B8DC=BHG��5B8�5@@�C:�H<9A��9J9B�H<9�ACGH�
A=BIH9�7=F7IAGH5B79G�69@CB;�HC�H<9�7<5=B�C:�=B7=89BHG�K<=7<�@958�HC�GI7<�5B�I@H=�

48| Simon, Gute Policey. Simon shows how the individual voices formulating ideas on an econo-

mic and empirical foundation of politics were already marginalized in the 17th century (namely Johann  

Joachim Becher, Wilhelm von Schröder, and Philipp Wilhelm von Hörnigk) and their projects primarily failed 

“to acquire a reasonably reliable picture of the commercial structures and circumstances of the country.” 

Simon, Gute Policey, 381–416, 415.

49| Simon, Gute Policey, 428. For the increasing need of governance due to the setting of economic goals, 

see: 533–542.

50| In his text Oeconomie in Form einer Wissenschaft (1717), Amthor distinguishes between natural, 

acquisitive, and administrative political economy. See Simon, Gute Policey, 441.

51| It is repeatedly emphasized that with its observing willingness to change, the police focus on not just 

people but goods and property: “If the science of policing and the police is to teach how to come up with 

and apply prudent laws and arrangements, and through this enable a thriving food situation in the country 

and for the subjects, and the comfort of life is promoted, through all this however the ready for tune of the 

prince is be established, increased, and maintained: then both the goods and properties as well as the 

persons with which this science is concerned inevitably demand increased knowledge and curative improve-

ment at all times.” Zincke, “Oeconomische Policey-Cammer,” 492. 

52|For this metaphor, see: Barbara Stolberg-Rilinger, Der Staat als Maschine: Zur politischen Metaphorik 

des Fürstenstaats (Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 1986).

53| The “aler t and divining eye” of the ruler “must constantly have an overview of this machine in all 

its parts.” Johann Heinrich Gottlieb von Justi, “Auf was Art die Regierung den Zusammenhang und das 

Aufnehmen des Nahrungsstandes durch die Abgaben leiten kann,” in Johann Heinrich Gottlieb von Justi.  

Gesammelte Politische und Finanzschriften über wichtige Gegenstände (Copenhagen/Leipzig: Johann  

Heinrich Rüdiger, 1761), 614–632, 616. Justi argues for the consideration of the consequences and side-

effects of taxes and levies with respect to the overall economic nexus and warns against focusing solely on 

increasing the revenues of the state.
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A5H9�DIFDCG9	”54�,C�H5?9�5�@CC?�5H�H<9�“ACGH�A=BIH9�7=F7IAGH5B79G”�5B8�69�;I=898�
6M�5B�=895�C:�5�“7<5=B�C:�9J9BHG”�5@GC�HCI7<�CB—5G�K9�G<5@@�G99—59GH<9H=7�5B8�
DC9HC@C;=75@�EI9GH=CBG�C:�@CC?=B;�5H�H<9�DF9G9BH	

II. Seeing the ‘Present’ (Genius)

�9G=89G��5B8�=B�5�G9BG9�D5F5@@9@�HC��H<9�DC@=79�=B�H<9���H<�79BHIFM��5B�59GH<9H=7�F9;=A9�
:CF�F9B89F=B;�H<9�=BJ=G=6@9�DF9G9BH�J=G=6@9�89J9@CD98�=B�5B5@C;M�5B8�F=J5@FM��B5A9@M�=B�
H<9�:CFA�C:�5B�59GH<9H=7G�5B8�DC9HC@C;M�C:�H<9�;9B=IG	��CBHF5FM�HC�H<9�IGI5@�F97CB�
GHFI7H=CB�C:�H<9�59GH<9H=7G�C:�H<9�;9B=IG�5G�H<9�6F95?H<FCI;<�C:�5�A5@9��5IHCBCACIG��
@M�:F99�7F95H=J9�:CF79�C:�5��C8�GI6>97H��=H�B998G�HC�69�GHF9GG98�H<5H�H<9�:IB7H=CB�C:�
H<9�7CB79DH�C:�H<9�;9B=IG�=B�H<9�G97CB8�<5@:�C:�H<9���H<�79BHIFM�57HI5@@M�@=9G�=B�H<9�
5HH9ADH�HC�7CB79DHI5@=N9�5IH<CFG�=B�H9FAG�C:�H<9=F�F9@5H=CBG<=D�HC�H<9�DF9G9BH�5B8�HC�
C6@=;5H9�H<9A�HC�subordinate�H<9AG9@J9G�HC�H<9�KCF@8�5B8�H<9�DF9G9BH	

�CBG=89F=B;�H<9�89G7F=DH=CBG�C:�H<9�;9B=IG�=B�H<9�9=;<H99BH<�79BHIFM��H<9�:=FGH�
H<=B;�H<5H�=G�BCH=7956@9�=G�<CK�J=GI5@�A9H5D<CFG�5F9�9AD@CM98�HC�7CBGH=HIH9�5�J=9K�
=B;�DCG=H=CB	��G�H<9�7CB79DH�C:�H<9�‘G=HI5H=CB�’�K<9H<9F�H<=G�69�H<9�DC@=H=75@�CF�H<9�
A=@=H5FM�CF�=B8998�H<9�KCF@8�5H�@5F;9��DF9GIDDCG9G�5�DCG=H=CB�:FCA�K<9F9�H<=G�G=HI��
5H=CB�G<CI@8�69�56@9�HC�69�GIFJ9M98�=B�=HG�GMB7<FCB=7�5B8�7<5B;956@9�7CAD@9L=HM�55�
H<9�:=;IF5H=CB�C:�H<9�;9B=IG�G9HG�H<9�H5G?�H<5H�K<5H�=G�G=AI@H5B9CIG@M�H<9F9��5B8�5G�
H<9�G=AI@H5B9CIG�=G�=BJ=G=6@9��=G�HC�69�G99B�5B8�A589�J=G=6@9�B9J9FH<9@9GG	�,<9�9A�
D<5G=G�CB�H<9�J=GI5@=HM�=B�H<9�89G7F=DH=CB�C:�H<9�GD97=:=7�57<=9J9A9BH�C:�H<9�;9B=IG�
=AD@=9G� H<5H� H<9�GD97=:=7�7F95H=J9� :CF79� =G�BCH�5IHCBCACIG��6IH�CB9� H<5H�GI6CF8=�
B5H9G�=HG9@:�HC�H<5H�K<=7<�=G�DF9G9BH��6CH<�J=G=6@9�5B8�=BJ=G=6@9	

,<9�locus classicus—5B8�:F9EI9BH@M�9=H<9F�=B7CAD@9H9@M�EICH98�CF�F958—=G�
+<5:H9G6IFM’G�9GG5M�Soliloquy, or Advice to an Author���������K<9F9=B�<9�7<5F57H9F�
=N9G�H<9�HFI9�5IH<CF�5G�5�“G97CB8�%5?9F�”�5@69=H—5B8�H<=G�588=H=CB�=G�897=G=J9—5G�
“5�G97CB8�%5?9F��5�>IGH�(FCA9H<9IG�IB89F�"CJ9	”56 �,<=G�5IH<CF�“IB89F�"CJ9”�=G�H<9�
5BH=H<9G=G�HC�5B�5IH<CF�K<C�=G�“=B>I8=7=CIG”�=B�H<9=F�IG9�C:�“K=H�5B8�:5B7M	”�*5H<9F��
H<9�HFI9�5IH<CF�‘7F95H9G’�IB89F�"ID=H9F�6M�;=J=B;�5�DF97=G9�F9B89F=B;�C:�H<9�@5HH9F’G�
KCF@8�5B8�7F95HIF9G��“6IH�:CF�H<9�A5B�K<C�HFI@M�5B8�=B�5�>IGH�G9BG9�89G9FJ9G�H<9�

54| Johann Friedrich von Pfeif fer, Lehrbegriff sämtlicher oeconomischer und Cameralwissenschaften,  

vol. 2 (Mannheim: Schwan, 1770), 13.

55| Vgl. Günter Oesterle, “‘Coup d’œil’ und ‘point de vue.’ Korrespondenz und Kontrast des Feldherrn- und 

Soldatenblicks im stehenden Heer des Absolutismus,” in “Es trübt mein Auge sich in Glück und Licht.” Über 

den Blick in der Literatur, Festschrif t for Helmut J. Schneider on his 65th bir thday, ed. Kenneth S. Calhoon 

et al (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2009), Philologische Studien und Quellen 221, 146–158.

56| Anthony Ashley Cooper Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy: or, Advice to an Author [1711],” in Characteristics of 

Men, Manners, Opinions, Times, ed. Lawrence E. Klein, Karl Ameriks, and Desmond M. Clarke (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2000), 70–161, 93.
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B5A9�C:�DC9H��5B8�K<C�=G�5�F95@�A5GH9F�CF�5F7<=H97H�=B�H<9�?=B8�75B�89G7F=69�6CH<�
A9B�5B8�A5BB9FG�5B8�;=J9�HC�5B�57H=CB�=HG�>IGH�6C8M�5B8�DFCDCFH=CBG�”57�=H�H<=G�DC9H�
5@CB9�K<C��H<5B?G�HC�G9@:�?BCK@98;9�5B8�J=FHI9��=G�=BH=A5H9@M�J9FG98�=B�“H<9�=BK5F8�
:CFA�5B8�GHFI7HIF9�C:�<=G�:9@@CK�7F95HIF9G�”58�5B8�=G�5B�5IH<CF=5@�;9B=IG�6975IG9�<9�
=G�75D56@9�C:�89G7F=6=B;�H<9�DFCDCFH=CBG�C:�H<9�KCF@8’G�GHFI7HIF9�5G�7CAD@9L@M�5B8�
“577IF5H9@M”�5G�<9�D9F79=J9G�H<9A	�,<=G�=G�7@95F@M�BCH�H<9�“5IHCBCAM�C:�H<9�7F95H=J9�
<IA5B�”59�CF�=:�GC��H<9�5IHCBCAM�<9F9�=G�CB9�K<CG9�:CIB85H=CB�=G�5B�=BH9BG=J9�F9@5�
H=CBG<=D�HC�H<9�KCF@8��5B�5IHCBCAM�H<5H��G9HH=B;�5B8�C69M=B;�=HG�CKB�@5KG��GI6CF8=�
B5H9G�=HG9@:�60�HC�H<9�DFCDCFH=CBG�5B8�@5KG�C:�H<9�KCF@8	�+<5:H9G6IFM�H<IG�7CB79=J9G�
C:�KF=H=B;�5G�DF57H=798�6M�H<9�;9B=IG�5G�“A=FFCF�KF=H=B;�”61�5G�KCF?=B;�K=H<�5�“DC7?9H�
A=FFCF”�CF�5�“@CC?=B;�;@5GG�”62�H5?=B;�CB�H<9�H5G?�HC�“8F5K�H<9�G9J9F5@�:=;IF9G�C:�<=G�
D=979�=B�H<9=F�DFCD9F�5B8�F95@�DFCDCFH=CBG	”�!B�<=G�BCJ9@�Tom Jones�� 9BFM��=9@8=B;�
5@GC�9LD@=7=H@M�F9:IH9G�K<5H�<9�7CBG=89FG�HC�69�H<9�:5@G9�5GGIADH=CB�H<5H�H<9�=BJ9B�
H=J9B9GG�C:�H<9�;9B=IG�=G�5�“7F95H=J9��57I@HM�”�GH5H=B;�=BGH958�H<5H�“6M�!BJ9BH=CB�=G�
F95@@M�A95BH�BC�ACF9��5B8�GC�H<9�/CF8�G=;B=:=9G��H<5B��=G7CJ9FM��CF�:=B8=B;�CIH��CF��
HC�9LD@5=B�=H�5H�@5F;9��5�EI=7?�5B8�G5;57=CIG�(9B9HF5H=CB�=BHC�H<9�HFI9��GG9B79�C:�5@@�
H<9�'6>97HG�C:�CIF��CBH9AD@5H=CB	”63

'DH=75@�A9H5D<CFG�C:�H<=G�?=B8�9A9F;9�=B��9FA5BM�=B�H<9�5;9�C:�H<9�;9B=IG��
=B7@I8=B;�=B�$9BN�K<9B�<9�F9:9FG�HC�H<9�“GD97=:=7�;F=B8�C:�H<9�@9BG”64�H<9�;9B=IG�<5G�
5H�<=G�8=GDCG5@��5B8�=B��C9H<9��K<C�GD95?G�C:�H<9�“G<5FD�9M9�:CF�DFCDCFH=CB	”65�,<9�
C6>97H�C:�G99=B;�=G�BCK�BC�@CB;9F�H<9�C6>97H�=HG9@:�5B8�=HG�;=J9B�GHFI7HIF9�<CK9J9F��
K<=7<��5G�=H�K9F9��J=GI5@@M�IB:C@898��6IH�H<9�F9@5H=CBG�5B8�DFCDCFH=CBG�C:�5�KCF@8�H<5H�
=G�H<CI;<H�C:�5G�=HG9@:�69=B;�7<5B;956@9	

,<9� 79BHF5@� :IB7H=CB� C:� H<9� 7CB79DH� C:� H<9� ;9B=IG� 5B8� H<9� ;9B9F5H=CB� C:�
H<9�DCG=H=CB�C:�H<9�7CFF9GDCB8=B;�J=9KDC=BH—H<=G�G99AG�D@5IG=6@9�9BCI;<�HC�7CB�
7@I89—=G�HC�897CID@9�H<9�5IH<CF�:FCA�H<9�GMGH9A�C:�H<9�@=H9F5FM�5FHG�5B8�A5F?�H<9�
G9@:�58CDH98�7CID@=B;�K=H<�H<9�‘KCF@8’�5B8�H<IG�K=H<�H<9�DF9G9BH��B5A9@M�K=H<�H<5H�

57| Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy,” 93.

58| Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy,” 93.

59| Jochen Schmidt, Geschichte des Genie-Gedankens in der deutschen Literatur. Philosophie und Politik 

1750–1945, vol. I: Von der Aufklärung bis zum Idealismus (Heidelberg: Winter, 2004), 258. 

60| It would be a separate task to trace how the transmission and criticism of the genius aesthetics as a 

figuration of ‘male’ creative autonomy was involved in rendering the ‘female’ aspects of the genius (in the 

sense of a heteronomous relationship to the world and the present) invisible and thus forgotten.

61| Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy,” 86f.

62| Shaftesbury, “Soliloquy,” 86f.

63| Henry Fielding, The History of Tom Jones, A Foundling [1749] (London: Penguin Books, 2005), 430.

64| Jakob Michael Reinhold Lenz, “Remarks on the Theatre,” in Selected Works by J. M. R. Lenz, trans. 

Martin Wagner and Ellwood Wiggins (New York: Camden House, 2019), 263.

65| Johann Wolfgang Goethe, “On German Architecture,” in German Essays in Art History, ed. Gert Schiff, 

trans. John Gage (New York: Continuum, 2004), 33–40, 39.
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K<=7<�DF97=G9@M�BCK�5DD95FG�5G� H<9�J=H5@�KCF@8�GIFFCIB8=B;� H<9�;9B=IG—=B�GH5F?�
7CBHF5GH�HC�H<9�H=A9@9GG�HF95GIF9G�C:�H<9�KF=HH9B�HF58=H=CB	�,<9�C@8�5F;IA9BH��5@F958M�
IG98�=B�5BH=EI=HM��H<5H�=H�=G�BCH�DCGG=6@9�HC�DFC8I79�5�;9B=IG�H<FCI;<�@95FB=B;�5@CB9��
=G�BCK�F58=75@=N98�HC�H<9�DC=BH�H<5H�@95FB=B;�=G�=89BH=:=98�5G�5�<=B8F5B79�HC�H<9�;9�
B=IG�=B�5G�:5F�5G�H<9�@95FB98�A98=IA�C:�KF=H=B;�disguises�8=F97H�5779GG�HC�H<9�KCF@8�
5B8�H<9�DF9G9BH	��G�/=9@5B8�7@5=A98��DF97=G9@M�H<9�lack�C:�5�“7@5GG=75@�98I75H=CB”66�
=G�H<9�F95GCB�K<M�+<5?9GD95F9�6975A9�5�;9B=IG��:CF�=BGH958�C:�IB89F;C=B;�5�G7<CC@�
98I75H=CB�H<FCI;<�H9LHG��<9�@95FBH�8=F97H@M�:FCA�@=:9��:FCA�9LD9F=9B79�IBH5=BH98�6M�
@95FB=B;��“<=G�own�C6G9FJ5H=CBG��?99B�G9BG9G�5G�H<9�HCC@G��5�DF97=G9�5HH9BH=CB�HC�H<9�
immediate�impressions�C6>97HG�<5J9�CB�<=A—H<=G�=G�K<5H�89J9@CDG�H<9�;9B=IG	”67

,<9�DF9G9BH�GH5H9G�5B8�7CB8=H=CBG�HC�69�C6G9FJ98�5F9�H<IG�BCH�CB@M�7CFF9�
@5H9G�HC�H<9�C6G9FJ5H=CB5@�5B8�DCK9F�H97<B=EI9G�9AD@CM98�6M�H<9�DC@=79��F5H<9F��H<9�
‘DF9G9BH’�9A9F;9G�5G�H<9�CH<9F�C:�KF=H=B;�5B8�@95FB=B;—H<9�DF9G9BH�5F=G9G�5G�H<9�=B�
J=G=6@9�J=G=6@9�H<5H�GIFFCIB8G�H<9�DC9H��5B8�H<5H�<9�H<9B�75B�G99�5B8�F9B89F�5G�5�7C�
<9F9BH�7CBB97H=CB�K<9B�<9�GH5MG�5K5M�:FCA�@95FB98�HF58=H=CBG�5B8�=AA9FG98�=B�@=:9	

'F�<CK9J9F��<9�IB89FGH5B8G�KF=H=B;G�5B8�6CC?G�HC�69�GCA9H<=B;�H<5H�5D�
D95F�=B�<=G�DF9G9BH�5B8�5F9�5B�9LDF9GG=CB�C:�H<=G�DF9G9BH—5�DCGG=6@9�CDH=CB�:CF�IB�
89FGH5B8=B;�H<9�I6=EI=HCIG�F9:9F9B7=B;�C:�H9LHG�:FCA�H<9�+HIFA�IB8��F5B;�HC�H9LHG�
C:�H<9�=AA98=5H9�DF9G9BH	�!B�=HG�=BH9BG=HM�H<=G�=G�79FH5=B@M�5�B9K�D<9BCA9BCB�=B�H<9�
<=GHCFM�C:�@=H9F5HIF9�5FCIB8�������H<5H�7IFF9BH�@=H9F5HIF9�=G�:F9EI9BH@M�EICH98�=B�H<9�
H9LHG�C:�H<9�H=A9—5B8�H<IG�H<9�DF9G9BH�=G�5@GC�F9:@97H98�=B�H<9�A=FFCF�C:�B9K@M�DI6�
@=G<98�H9LHG	68�&CH�CB@M�8C9G��C9H<9�<5J9�/9FH<9F�89@J9�=BHC�Emilia Galotti��DI6��
@=G<98� >IGH� HKC� M95FG� 69:CF9�� H<9� GHI89BHG� =B� $9BN’G� Hofmeister� 5HH9B8� 5� D9F:CF�
A5B79�C:�Minna von Barnhelm	�$9BN� =G�5�A5GH9F�C:� H<=G� H97<B=EI9�C:� F9B89F=B;�
J=G=6@9�H<9�7CAD@9L=HM�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH�6M�F9:9FF=B;�HC�7CBH9ADCF5FM�H9LHG	� 9�BCH�CB@M�
DF57H=79G� H<9�J=GI5@�DC9H=7G�C:� H5?=B;�5� GH5B8DC=BH�� 5G�<9�<58�89G7F=698� H<9A� =B�
Remarks on the Theater�5G�5�GD97=:=75@@M��<F=GH=5B�H97<B=EI9�:CF�A=FFCF=B;�H<9�=A�
A98=5H9�DF9G9BH—<9F9�!�F975@@�CB@M�H<9�BCH9�H<5H�H<9�DC9H�“H5?9G�5�GH5B8DC=BH—5B8�
H<9B�<9�AIGH�7CA6=B9�=B�H<5H�K5M”69—6IH�<9�5@GC�DF9G9BHG�@=H9F5@@M�=B�<=G�H<95HF9�
H<9�GMB7<FCB=7�7CBB97H=CB�69HK99B�K<5H�=G�<5DD9B=B;�G=AI@H5B9CIG@M�=B�<=G�DF9�
G9BH—5B8�=B8998�5G�5�7CBB97H=CB�H<5H�F9:@97HG�H<9�H<95H9F�5G�5�A98=IA�C:�5DD95F�
5B79��5G�5�GH5;9�C:�H<9�DF9G9BH��5B8�5�J=GI5@=N98�F9:@97H=CB�C:�5B8�CB�=H	

66| Christoph Martin Wieland, “Einige Nachrichten von den Lebens-Umständen des Herrn Willhelm  

Shakespear” [1766], in  ibid., Gesammelte Schriften, 2. Abteilung: Übersetzungen II (3): Shakespeares 

theatralische Werke. Sechster bis achter Teil, ed. Ernst Stadler, reprint 1st ed., Berlin 1911 (Hildesheim: 

Weidmannsche Buchhandlung, 1987), 558–569, 560.

67| Wieland, “Einige Nachrichten,” 561.

68| See Stefan Geyer, “Aktualität im Vollzug-Formen der Inter textualität bei Lessing und Goethe,” in  

Aktualität. Zur Geschichte literarischer Gegenwartsbezüge vom 17. Jahrhundert bis zur Gegenwart, ed. 

Stefan Geyer and Johannes F. Lehmann (Hannover: Wehrhahn, 2018), 219–240.

69| Lenz, “Remarks on the Theatre,” 264.
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III. Showing the Present (Lenz)

,C�7CB7@I89�!�KCI@8�@=?9�HC�6F=9:@M�G<CK�H<=G�K=H<�F9:9F9B79�HC�H<9�8F5A5�:F5;A9BH�
Der tugendhafte Taugenichts	� �@H<CI;<� 7@95F@M� F97C;B=N56@9� =B� H<9� HF58=H=CB� C:�
�=89FCH’G�H56@95I�H<95H9F��H<9�D@5M�5@GC�;C9G�:5F�69MCB8�H<=G�F9:9F9B79�DC=BH��K<=@9�
�=89FCH�>IGH=:=9G�<=G�H<95H9F�F9:CFA�5B8�H<9�DF9G9BH5H=CB�C:�H56@95IG�CB�H<9�GH5;9�5G�
5�89D=7H=CB�C:�7CBB97H=CBG�5B8�F9@5H=CBG��K<=7<�=B�HIFB�5F9�HC�8C7IA9BH5F=@M�F9DF9�
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5B8�;9HH=B;�A5FF=98��H<9B�<9�GK5DG�7@CH<9G�K=H<�H<9�G9FJ5BH�"C<5BB�5B8�G=;BG�ID�
5G�5�G=AD@9�GC@8=9F�K<9B�(FIGG=5B�F97FI=H9FG�7CA9�5FCIB8—HC�9=H<9F�8=9�CF�DFCJ9�
<=AG9@:�KCFH<M�HC�<=G�:5H<9F�H<FCI;<�A=@=H5FM�57<=9J9A9BHG	

,<9�H9LH�=G�G=B;I@5F�=B�H<9�<=GHCFM�C:�H<95H9F�5B8�@=H9F5HIF9�=B�HKC�F9GD97HG	�
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6FCI;<H� HC� H<9�GH5;9�5G�5�D<MG=75@�DF9G9B79��K=H<�G<CHG�69=B;� :=F98��A9B� :5@@=B;��
;9HH=B;� ID� 5;5=B� 5B8� :5@@=B;� 5;5=B�� H<9F9’G� G7F95A=B;�� K<99N=B;� 5B8� ;5GD=B;� 5G�
895H<�GK=:H@M�5DDFC57<9G��A9B�:@99�=B�89G9FH=CB70—5B8�K<9B�H<9�65HH@9�=G�CJ9F��H<9�
8958�5F9�D@IB89F98�5B8�FC6698	�,<9�GH5;9�<9F9�G<CKG—=B7@I8=B;�69MCB8�H<9�K5F�
G79B9G—5�D<MG=75@@M�F95@�H56@95I�C:�D5F5G=H=7�F9@5H=CBG<=DG��H<9�F97FI=H9FG�@=J9�D5F5�

70| See Johannes F. Lehmann, “Den Krieg im Rücken. Deserteure im Theater des 18. Jahrhunderts,” in 

Kriegstheater. Darstellungen von Krieg, Kampf und Schlacht in Drama und Theater seit der Antike, ed. 

Michael Auer and Claude Haas (Stuttgart: Springer, 2018), 173–188.
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69�5@@CK98�HC�<=H�A9�CB�H<9�<958��H<9B�AM�ACB9M�KCI@8�69�H<9=FG—3…4	”71

,<9� 6CC?� EICH98� <9F9� =B� H<9� H9LH�� Voyage à l’Isle de France� 6M� "57EI9G�
 9BF=��9FB5F8=B�89�+5=BH�(=9FF9��=G�:CF�$9BN�7CBH9ADCF5FM�@=H9F5HIF9��:=FGH�DI6@=G<98�
=B�������=	9	�CB@M�HKC��5H�H<9�ACGH�H<F99�M95FG�69:CF9�<9�KFCH9�H<9�D@5M	����9FA5B�
HF5BG@5H=CB�K5G�DI6@=G<98�=B�����	�,<9�7CDD9FD@5H9��:=;	����=G�65G98�CB�5�G?9H7<�6M�
"95B�%=7<9@�%CF95I��K<=@9�H<9�:=;IF9�H<9�:5H<9F�A9BH=CBG�<5G�H<9�:C@@CK=B;�75DH=CB��
“�9�EI=�G9FH�b�JCG�D@5=G=FG�9GH�ACI=@@e�89�BCG�@5FA9G	”72�

�M�EICH=B;�H<9�6CC?�$9BN�6F=B;G�HC�H<9�GH5;9�5�H56@95I�H<5H�7F95H9G�5�F9@5��
H=CBG<=D�C:�J=G=6@9�G=AI@H5B9=HM�69HK99B�9J9BHG�=B��C<9A=5
(FIGG=5�5B8�H<9�8F=B?�
=B;�C:� 7<C7C@5H9�K=H<� H<9� 7C@CB=5@� G=HI5H=CB�CB�%5IF=H=IG	�,<9�A98=IA� H<5H� F9B�
89FG�J=G=6@9�H<9G9�F9@5H=CBG<=DG�69HK99B�K5FG�=B��IFCD9�5B8�7C@CB=5@�9LD@C=H5H=CB�=B��
�:F=75�5B8�9@G9K<9F9�5DD95FG�CB�H<9�GH5;9�5G�6CC?�5B8�H56@95I��5G�D@5IG=6@9�?BCK@�
98;9� C:� H<9� DF9G9BH	� �9FB5F8=B’G� H9LH� =G� DCG=H=CB98� 5G� H<9� B5FF5H=J9@M� IB:C@898�
subscriptio� HC� H<9�9A6@9A5H=7� H56@95I��K=H<� H<9�G79B9�CB� H<9� F=;<H� =B� H<9�A=88@9�
8=GH5B79�89G7F=698�5G�H<9�9@9A9BH�C:�5�GHCFM��

“+CA9H=A9G�� K<9B� ;FCKB� HCC� C@8� HC� @56CIF�� H<9M� 5F9� HIFB98� CIH� HC� ;9H� H<9=F� 6F958��

K<9F9�H<9M�75B	�'B9�85M�!�G5K�5�DCCF�7F95HIF9��K<C�K5G�BCH<=B;�6IH�G?=B�5B8�6CB9��

7IHH=B;�C::�H<9�: @9G<�C:�5�8958�<CFG9�HC�95H—=H�K5G�CB9�G?9@9HCB�89JCIF=B;�5BCH<9F�”73

71| Jakob Michael Reinhold Lenz, “Der tugendhafte Taugenichts,” in Werke, vol. 1, 499–526, 518f.

72| Jacques-Henri Bernadin de Saint-Pierre, Voyage à l’isle de France, à l’isle de Bourbon, au cap de 

bonne-espérance, et avec des Observations nouvelles sur la nature et sur les Hommes, par un officier du 

Roi, vol. 1 (Paris: Chez Merlin, 1773), 277. Apart from the title copperplate, it is the only engraving in the 

first volume. There is another engraving in the second volume, but this cannot be the one referred to, for 

here slavery is in fact presented as idyllic under bearable conditions. For this context, see Robin Howell, 

“Bernardin de Saint-Pierres Founding Work: The Voyage à l’ î le de France,” Modern Language Review 107 

(2012): 756–771.

73| [Jacques-Henri Bernardin de Saint-Pierre], A Voyage to the Isle of France, the Isle of Bourbon and the 

Cape of Good Hope; with observations and reflections upon nature and mankind [1773], 1st engl. trans. 

1800 (London: Cundee, 1800), 114.
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C:�H<9�H=A9��H<CG9�C:��CI;5=BJ=@@9�
5B8� �CC?�� K<=@9� 7<CCG=B;� <CK�
9J9F� K=H<� �9FB5F8=B’G� Voyage�
H<9�577CIBH� H<5H�69GH� :=HG� HC�<=G�
CKB� GI6>97H=J9�� �<F=GH=5B� DC9H��
C@C;M� C:� H<9� DF9G9BH�� K<9F9�
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CF8=B5H9� =HG9@:� HC�H<9�J=9KDC=BHG�
C:� H<9� @CK@=9GH�74� =B� H<9� :CFA�C:�
@9HH9FG� KF=HH9B� =B� H<9� F9GD97H=J9�
DF9G9BH�ACA9BH��9FB5F8=B�:C7IG9G�CB�H<9�@=J=B;�F95@=H=9G�5B8�D9FGD97H=J9G�C:�H<9�
9LD@C=H98��H<9��F9HCB�:=G<9FA9B��H<9�G5=@CFG��6IH�56CJ9�5@@�H<9�6@57?�G@5J9G	� 9�CD9B�
@M�7F=H=7=N9G�H<5H�5@@�K<C�HIFB�5K5M�:FCA�H<=G�:57H��“5G�=:�H<9�8=G;F579:I@�8998�8C9G�BCH�
69@CB;�HC�CIF�5;9��=B�K<=7<�<5@:�C:��IFCD9�=G�H5?=B;�D5FH	”�$9BN�=G�H5?=B;�ID�9L57H@M�
H<=G�K<9B�<9�6F=B;G��9FB5F8=B’G�6CC?�5B8�=HG�89H5=@98�89G7F=DH=CB�C:�H<9�F95@=HM�C:�
H<9�G@5J9G��K<=7<� =G�G=AI@H5B9CIG@M�5�DF97=G9�9LD@=75H=CB�C:� H<9�7CDD9FD@5H9�DF=B�

74| “Alas, to see the great secret in many different aspects and each and every man to be able see it with 

his own eyes!” Lenz in July 1775 to Sophie von Laroche, in Werke, vol. 3: Gedichte und Briefe, 325. That 

this view and this standpoint, to be able to immerse oneself in the minutest detail, is the standpoint of 

Christ, is then noted by Lenz in his moral-theological treatise “Über die Natur unseres Geistes:” Christ had 

“concentrated the miseries of a whole world on himself to see through them. What only a God can do –.” 

Jakob Michael Reinhold Lenz, “Über die Natur unseres Geistes,” in Werke und Briefe in drei Bänden, ed. 

Sigrid Damm, vol. 2 (Frankfur t o.M./ Leipzig: Insel, 1992), 619–624, 622.
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Figures

Ce qu i  se r t  à  vos  p la is i r s  es t  moui l lé  de  nos  la rmes, 1773, copper plate, 

Jean-Michel Moreau (inv. 1772), D. Née (sculp.); qtd. from: Jacques-Henri Bernadin de 

Saint-Pierre, Voyage à l’isle de France, à l’isle de Bourbon, au cap de bonne-espérance,  

... Avec des Observations nouvelles sur la nature et sur les Hommes, par un officier du Roi,  

vol. 1  (Paris: Chez Merlin, 1773), pl. 4, 199.

75|  Bernardin, Voyage, 123.
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